
Introduction from Greater Ballyclare Churches Together 

It has been incredibly encouraging to see people in the Greater 
Ballyclare area wanting to respond to the crisis in Ukraine. 
There are many ways in which this can be done, some are 
unfolding. However the immediate way in which we all as God’s 
people can make a difference is to call upon the Lord for his 
guidance, his provision, his wisdom, his power and his mercy. 
God calls us to be a people who call on him night and day, and 
therefore we hope this simple prayer resource will aid you as 
you call to him for the people and situation unfolding in Ukraine. 
As we gather together in our churches or homes in the coming 
weeks, be confident that God hears our cries. The Psalmist in 
Psalm 66 declared, “God has surely listened and has heard my 
prayer”. We therefore desire that God will intervene in the 
current conflict (Isaiah 2:4 ‘He will judge between the nations 
and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their 
swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train 
for war any more’.)  

We hope you find the resources helpful. We have also included 
a kids’ colouring page so as to involve them. We thank you as 
you call upon the Lord.   

The Ministers’ Fellowship, Greater Ballyclare Churches 

 

  



How can I pray?  (courtesy of Ross Hendry, care.org.uk)  

Sometimes as a Christian the first wise step is discerning the right 
questions. The second is to accept we will not see the whole picture or 
understand fully. The third is that in God’s economy the worlds values, 
tactics, and means are often subverted and reversed. 

So, my personal plea is not to ask what can I do, but how can I 
pray?  

We have the privilege and the power to speak to the God of creation 
who stands over empires and nations, who hears the cries of his people 
and weeps over their suffering. We are told – commanded – time and 
time again to pray to the Lord. This command has never been so 
important. 

Not understanding why, and not knowing what, is not a reason not to 
pray. 

We pray because we trust that God hears us, because he cares for us, 
because he has the power to act, and because he keeps his promises. 
We pray because we trust who he is. The result may not be my desire, 
but it will be his story that unfolds. Job’s friends tried to rationalize and 
explain his suffering, but God tells Job that he will not and cannot 
comprehend the Father’s plan. 

Prayer is where I beseech God, but it is also where I listen and learn to 
trust him. I pray for Ukraine’s defence and deliverance, but if the country 
falls God has not failed. 

When the Prime Minster woke on last Thursday with news that Russian 
forces were attacking Ukraine one of his first action was to call the 
Ukrainian President. I do not know all that was said or how long the 
conversation was. But it is reported that the Prime Minister’s final words 
to his counterpart were “I’ll pray for you.” I hope that the report is true.  

Perhaps, like me, the Prime Minster may at times use that line casually 
and lightly, but today, especially, I hope it’s true, and that my prayers 
and his, move our omnipotent God.   



Useful Scripture readings 

1Timothy 2:1-4 
I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone – for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
 

Isaiah 9:2, 5-7  
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned. … Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every 
garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 

Isaiah 2:4  
[God] will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat 
their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up 
sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 
 

Matthew 5:1-10 
Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 
came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed 
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Psalms 2:1-2 
Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their 
stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 
 

Revelation 21:1-4 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 

 

  



Prayer points courtesy of care.org.uk  

Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine is gathering momentum. 

Please join with CARE in praying for the Ukrainian people with 
these 4 prayers. 

Lord God, we lift up the news about the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Our hearts grieve when there’s war and violence in the 
world. We pray for peace. We pray for grieving families and all 
those who are scared, especially the old and those with young 
families. We ask that international leaders may they know 
wisdom, courage and strength in responding. Amen. 

Almighty God, we intercede for the Ukrainian people, now 
under martial law as Russian forces have launched a military 
assault, targeting the capital Kyiv and other major cities. May 
they be protected and helped, especially those who are trying 
to flee from danger. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

Father, we thank You for our brothers and sisters in the 
Ukrainian church who are standing in prayer, seeking You in 
the midst of this crisis and serving others in need around them. 
Please fill them with the Holy Spirit and strengthen their faith in 
You as they worship and proclaim the truth of Your Word. In 
Christ’s name. Amen.  

Holy Spirit, our Counsellor, may the freedom and security of 
Ukraine and other countries in the region be defended and 
upheld in coming days. Please raise up wise peacemakers and 
strategists who can act decisively to defuse this perilous 
situation so lives can be saved. In the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ, we ask it. Amen.  

 
 
 
  



 
  



  



                                                        Pray for Ukraine, and why not then colour in the flag (blue on top, yellow below). 

 


