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Let me begin by welcoming you to the United Parish of
Christ Church, Ballynure and St John’s, Ballyclare.
Whether you already feel at home within a church
context or whether this is your first real encounter with a
church family, we desire to be a community church with
God at the centre, and through him to share his love to
everyone, whatever age or stage you are in your spiritual
journey.

What truly matters to me is that through this church
family, everyone will encounter more of God’s love
through Jesus, and through it to desire more of His will for
our lives and our families. Therefore as a Community
Church, our values are important, because they bring us
closer to what | believe is on God’s heart for us today.

Our values as a church determine the ministries that we
then serve God through, for this time within our
community. Our values keep reminding us of how we
should use our resources and where to use them for His
glory. These become the litmus test to keep reminding us
why we exist. As you read about our values, may you be
open to how God wants to work in you and through you
for his mission.

Revd Jonny Campbell-Smyth (Rector)




The cross of Jesus must be at the centre of all we are as a Church family.
The cross demonstrates God’s love towards all humanity, and therefore
as we proclaim the victory that Christ brought by defeating the power
of the cross, God provides people within our community with an
everlasting hope. This is our story to tell. God reveals his incredible love
through the cross. He reveals his power over darkness, his amazing
unmerited grace to bring salvation to all people, and his loving mercy
to everyone. This is the Good News that we are able to share, through
God’s Word, and through the outworking of his Holy Spirit in his
followers — the Church.

We believe there must be a high value of importance placed on God’s
Word, and we encourage people to explore ways in which His Word can
‘soak’ into our daily lives through personal devotion, bible studies and
small group discussion. But we also declare that the life of the church

will only grow when we call on the enabling work of the Holy Spirit to
breathe life into the words we hear each Sunday. And through the
Spirit-filled Word, we cannot stand idle to the mission that God would
have us do in our community.




We desire to provide care for the pastoral needs of those who consider
themselves part of the church family, and those within the wider
community who need to know how much God loves them. We recognise
the importance of prayer, and demonstrating the power of the Holy Spirit
through restoration & healing.

James 5:13-15a

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let
them sing songs of praise. Is anyone among you ill? Let them call the
elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the
name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise them up.

Possible ministries in which this can be demonstrated
Prayer Ministry Teams in both churches

Developing our Pastoral Visiting Teams

Additional staffing to support the Rector in pastoral care
Monthly Healing Services in both churches

Intercessory Prayer Requests throughout the week
Bereavement counselling (post funeral)




We desire for a longing in our church family, that as we meet together in
worship that we may seek to grow more deeply through the power of the
Holy Spirit. We desire a deeper understanding of God’s Word through
discipleship (whatever age or stage), prayer (accessible to everyone), and
service, to prevent today’s culture or society around us from shaping our
behaviour and values.

Ephesians 1:18

| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that
you may know the hope to which he has called you

Possible ministries in which this can be demonstrated
Licensed lay people leading Sunday Worship

Review of existing House Groups

Developing our worship music

Focused thematical teaching

Development of new small groups




We desire to invest in family life, mentoring and supporting a new
generation of parents, young people and children, as they face a 21
Century culture, through spiritual engagement, support and relationships.
We desire to equip young adults for future roles of leadership within
Church life.

Psalm 78:5-7

He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he
commanded our ancestors to teach their children, so that the next
generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in
turn would tell their children. Then they would put their trust in God and
would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.

Possible ministries in which this can be demonstrated

Further development of Parents & Toddlers groups

Annual Children’s Holiday Bible Club

Recruitment of a fulltime Families, Youth & Children’s Associate
Short term Mission opportunities for young people

Teenage mentoring programme




We seek to offer hospitality to both those in the church and those outside,
reaching out into the community to help those in need, sharing the Gospel
message through different forms of evangelism. This will not be
constrained to the location of the church buildings, but should extend into
our ‘frontlines’ — the places where we live and work daily, bridging the gap
between Church and Society.

Matthew 25:34-36

‘Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
| was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was ill and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.”

Possible ministries in which this can be demonstrated
Enhanced facilities in Christ Church Halls (underway)
Welcome nights for new members

Better follow-up on newcomers

Providing courses such as CAP, Care for the Family etc
Creche at Christ Church

New welcome area at St John's




We seek to establish partnerships with organisations, that will help us grow
in our service to God’s mission, and also offer support to organisations as
they serve God and our community. It will be important to work closely
with organisations in our town, so that our community sees God’s people
united in His purpose and will.

Possible ministries in which this can be demonstrated
Training of volunteers to serve as Street Pastors

Tithing of our giving to support outside ministries
Establishing partnerships with other ministries in Ballyclare
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